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(This telegram is of particular secrecy end should be | : 
@ cane by the authorised recipient and not passed on] . 


ay ends py WORLD ORG: NIGSATION DISTRIBUTION 
confidential bag 
FROM NEW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to the United Nations) 


Ho, 194 Saving [. °° 


L7th October, 1947 RR. 21st October, te 
. 9847 


Revented te Vashington Ne. 2713 Saviu 
GLa ~, §, 422 per 


Jerusalem No, 5 Saving 
ily telegram No, 124 Saving [of .ugust 27th]. 
Palestine Immigration 


; Following is text of replies from Gzechoslovakia, ~ 
Norway, Siam, Sweden and Uruguay. a 


{ Begins: ] 


Czechoslovakie: 


__ “seethe Czechoslovak Government, after due investigatien, 
did not find any illegal influx inte Palestine of Czecheslevak 
Sitigzens. As far as citizens of other states, in transit 
threugh Czecheslevakia are cencerned, it has not been possible 
i ascertain whether they were illegally beund for Pales- 

ILL » 


Nerway 


a) On 9th September 1947, the Norwegian permanent delegate 
te the United Nations transmitted a copy ef a letter fren 
the Norwegian Ministry of Justice te the Nerwegian Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs cencerning the question of illegal 
immigratien of Jews. It reads as follews: 
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"Referring te letters of your Department of Jme 16th 
and July lOth, 1947 cencerning the above-mentioned question, 
i have the heneur to inform you that in the epinien ef this 
liinistry the questien cencerns two categeries of Jews: 


1. Jews who are Nerwegian citizens 
2e Jews who have been specifically selected in Germany 
and granted permissien te stay in this country 
(quota-Jews). . 


| Witn regard te the Jews mentioned under point 1, it 
would not be necessary te take any special measures, These 
Jews are permitted te leave the country with an ordinary 
passpert as all wther Norwegian citizens. 
With regard te these mentiened uncer peint 2, these 
Jews will net be able to leave Norway without a special | 
ermit from the Central Passpert Office. Such permits will, 
ewever, prebably net be granted except fer pessible returm 
to the camp and the zgne in eee eu which they have 
ceue. This Ministry alse suppeses that the Ministry ef 
Cemmerce will make an appeal te the ergsnisstions e | 
/shipewners ep hr 
£ Nii 
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“ghtpéwners to the effect tht the members should not aocept 
any transport or load which may be supposed to be part of 
Jewish immigration to Palestine". 


») Ina letter dated Ith September 1947 addressed to the 
Secretary~General the Worwegian permanent delegate to the 
United Nations stated thet 


"In addition to my letter to you of September 9th and 
referring to your letter No. 801-14-6/DP, I have the honour 
to inform you that after having submitted your request to the 
Ministry of Justice, the Central Bureau of Employment and 
the Ministry of Commerce, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 


tate any Special measures as far as Norway is concernede 


iffairs is of the opinion that your request does not necessi- - 


The Central Bureau of Employment, however, draws the 
attention to the sact that recently a certain number of Jewish 
workers have heen traasferred from calups in Germany end 
Poland to Horwaye As far as possible these Jewish workers 
will get employment in their respective occupations, settle 
in Horway and be granted Norwegian citizenshipe® 


Lan | 
"The matter has duly been brought to the atzention of 
my Government as requested and that as Tar as my rovernment 


is concerned steps will be taken in accordance wi h the 
resolution of the General Assembly of 15th May 1947." 


sweden 


"T have called the attention of the competent Swedish 
authorities to the recommendations contained in your letter, 
and these authorities will endeavour to further his cause 
by available means. I will, however, already at this stage 
not refrein fron mentioning that, in Sweden, there exists no 
law or order that forbids Foreigners to depart tron the 
country and that the ossibility of Keeping a Vigilant 
watch over the illegal activity referred to in your letter 
is by this fact rendered difficult." 


(A copy of a note from the Ministry of Foreign Atfairs 
to the British Embassy in Stockholm on this subject was 
enclosed). 
Uruguay 


"the information contained therein, has been transmitted 
to the corresponding agency of this Governnent.* 


(Ends ] 
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Cypher/CTP 
O NEW YoRK, ~/ 


(To United Kingdom Delegation to United Nationg™ 


No. 8709. 
ooth October 1947. D. 8.55 pm 29th Uctober, 194 
Repeated to iiigh Commissioner Palestine, 
Washington No. 11226. 
IMMEDIAT-. 
RiASTRICTED. 


your telegram No. 3030. [Illegal Immigration]. 
Following for Martin from Trafford Smith. 


we have consulted Foreign Office who agree that 
there vould be advantage in making the full stutement 
before United Nations. ‘bile I understand you hold 
the view toat little definite action can be expected 
from United Nations we feel that it is as well that 
the full facts should be made known to as wide an 
audience as possible. Draft for Secretary of Statehas 
been sent to you by today’s air bage Draft dliberatelg 
sets out case in full detail and at considerable lengt 
so that you can cut it to suit your requirements. I 
hope it will serve. 
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Cypher/OTP 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 


| NQe 30 50 dD. 1,02, Pele 25rd dye 
| | 947 0 
23rd Ostober 1947. Ry 729. Delle 2570 — 


Repeated to High Commissioner Palestine, 
| Washington, 


IMPORTANT 


Following for Trafford Smith Colonial Office from 
Martin, | 


[Begins ] 


Reference paragraph 1 of my telegram No. 2953. 
Illegal immigration, | 


It has been suggested thet we should not ignore 
the value which might acorve from publicity which we 
should obtain here by a frank and full statement before 
United Nations on this subject. American opinion knows 
extremely little, for example, about the organised traffie 
through the Black Sea ports, 


 @ There may be an opportunity to make such a 
atatement when the Palestine Committee comes to consider | 
the dreft resolution about illegel immigration. This will 
not be until after the sub-committees examining the 
preposals for pertition snd for s wmitary state respectively 
have reported to the main committee, i,¢. not before the | 
29th October and probably a little later. If the suggestion 
finds favour Gould you please let me heve a draft for 
submission to the Seoretary of State, desoribing in 
sppropriate deteil the nature of the illegal traffic and 
our difficulties, 

[Ends]. 


Foreign Office please pass High Commissioner Jerusalem 
as my telegram No. 109. | 


[Copies sent te Telegraph Section Colonial Office for 


Trafford Smith and repetition to High Commissioner Jervpalen, ] 


02664066 
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wy 


HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Stockholm 
presents his compliments to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under- , 


mentioned documents. 


British Legation 
Stockholm. 


Reference to previous correspondence ; 
Stockholm despatch No. 249 of lst September 1947. 
Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Translation of letter from 
Jewish problem: views of 


Professor Norbert Wohigemuth greater part of the Intelligentsia. § 


dated 12th September, 1947 
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Enclosure in Stockholm despatch No. 291 of 15th October 1947 


TRANSLATION : 


Sir, | 
I have heard of the letter of protest which you have 
received from Jews in Stockholm on account of the Exodus 

affair which was signed amongst others by the Chief Rabbi, 
Professor Ehrenpreis, and consider it also to be my duty to 
address you in the matter. As I, for many years Professor 
Ehrenpreis’s private secretary, represent a very definite 
Jewish point of view, it may be of interest for your Government 
to know that a number of the Jewish intellige-ntsia most 
certainly do not share the attitude of disapproval of the 
British Government’s actions which unfortunetely has been 

the only one to attain publicity. Admittedly I do not 
represent any Party, but think that I can say that many of 

the few Jewish surviving intellectuals of my generation are 

of the same opinion. 


I consider that in present circumstances the Jews require 
the friendship and assistance of Britain more than ever. 
Mistakes have been made on both sides, but the blame for 
the latest development is simply and solely to be ascribed 
to the indefensible, shortsighted - nay criminal policy - if 
policy it may be called - of a small Jewish group, and the 
complete absence of a moderate Jewish opinion possessing any 
political power. Ff it can be said that the whole German 
people bear the responsibility for the consequences of 
Nazism, one can equally hold that the whole of the Jewish 


intelligentsia is responsible for what has happened in Pajestine 


and elsewhere, and I for my part will do everything in my 
power to avoid co-responsibility for what has occurred and 
undoubtedly will occur unless the differences between Jewry 
and your country are smoothed out in time. 


Unlike Professor Heckscher, I am not an oppoment of 
Zionisms on the contrary, for many years I actively supported 
Zionism, and still consider today that a Jewish homein 
Palestine constructed on a peaceful basis should be an 
essential part of normalising Jewish life. But after what 
has occurred I am no longer a Zionist. On the contrary, I 
consider that Jewish policy should now far more sim at a speed 
solution of the Jewish refugee problem; in Europe and: that 
such a solution would to a considerable extent assist in 
improving conditions in Palestine and in re-establishing 
normal relations between Jews and Englishmen. I think that 
I can serve the interests of Jews in Palestine more in this 
way than do the Zionists. But it is in this respect that I 
consider Jewry needs the help of Britain, and I am convinced 
that such help wbuld be forthcoming for an organised programme 
for the emigration of Jewish refugees. 


it is naturally regrettable that the British Government 

considered itself obliged to return the Exodus refugees to 
Germany, as this considerably complicated matters and 
strengthened anti-British propaganda in many wuarters, or 
in other words damaged British interests, but on the other 
hand I am aware that the British Government had hardly any 

alternative. The responsibility is entirely that of those 
people who with full knowledge of the possible consequences 
provoked this incident and mede use of these unfortunate 
refugees to further their own infamous plans. These men 

should/ 
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‘should be brought to book. They have harmed not only 
Britain but even more, the whole of Jewry. llerr Korff’s | 
utterly ridiculous plan proves the level on which this | 
"policy" stands. I regret that it is not possible to admit 
such persons to a lunatic asylum, which is their natural 
home and where they would at least do no harm. 


In view of all these unfortunate happenings I 
consider it all the more my duty to point out that there 
is anyway still a considerable Jewish intelligentsia which 
regards such happenings soberly and is prepared loyally 
to cooperate with Britain in an attempt to find, if not a 
solution of the whole Jewish problem, at any rate a speedy 
means of dealing with the Jewish refugee question. Moreover, 
connected with this is the restitution of Jewish private and 
public property lost in Germany and other countries: which 
could be used for financing the emigration of Jewish refugees 


on a large scale.. 


JT am aware that under the present economic circumstances 
it is idle to request that too much time should be spent 
on the Jewish question but at the same time consider that by my 
contribution I can serve both Jewish and British interests. 
I have just returned from a trip to your country and elsewhere 
and am fully convinced that in spite of certain regrettable 
occurrences (which could however be anticipated, in view of 
the indefensible policy of Jewish terrorist organisations) the 
British people is anything but anti-Semitic. I realise that 
far worse things would heave occurred anywhere else in 
similar circumstances but know, too, that the sympathies 
which have suddenly manifested themselves in Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia, France and recently in Ny Dag" in Stockholm are 
dictated by purely political motives and have nothing to do 
with friendship for the Jews, and do not think that Jews 
could find greater help anywhere than in British democracy 
with its wealth of traditions. 


I beg to submit the above to you and the British Govern- 
ment and to express the hope that all recent regrettable 
developments may cease so that they may not end in a 
catastrophe for most of Jewry. 


Stockholm 12th Septémber, 19L)7 


Signed. Norbert Wohlgemuth. 


Segeltorp. 
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PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
EDIT AY (27 
E APTS 


TeBtg// TLE 


be -] 
«< 
x= 
o 
= 
~4 
° 
wn" 
~4 
= 
mr 
be « 
(= 
@ 
| aad 
© 
rd 
m 
Q 
°o 
zB 
o 
°o 
" 
= 
© 
= 
cr 
° 
r 
= 


Y 
9 t 


F 10004, ase; VC SLQWat 
Biaek 


Last Paper (Minutes) 


Fats 


References 
Esqur|4s |e 
(Print) 


(How disposed of) 


~o 
< 
»® 
o 
= 
~4 
° 
n~" 
~4 
= 
mr 
be «| 
‘4 
oo 
Tr 
ys) 
im 
Qo 
°o 
Es] 
eo 
° 
wh 
= 
o 
Lb 
rc 
°o 
= 
= 


ee 
o~F 
frown, 
a 
On 
CA” 
= 


fe 


hp 


(D ot. 20 


ed a 


(Action | (Indpx) 
completed) 


\. 
ls WK 


Next Paper 


a 


Wankara. 


ea 16th October 1987. 


“Dear + Dopartinerty — ae 


tat ee Your ‘letter B.8912/48/¢_ ‘of. the 3rd. “Ookcben 
about the possibility of applying the eee enicaent™ 
doctrine nrie) sie Sa semeigael from the aye 

. Black Sea. | | ot eit 


Be. ‘There does not seem to he ‘any antcle of. ‘the 
Montreux Convention ‘which | specifically ‘eovers the 
presence of ‘armed guards on a merchant vessel, put = 
> we week suppose that it is: possible. that the. Turkish — 

| Government would claim that the presence of. armed — 
guards turned the merchant vessel into an auxiliary 
_. yessel (paragraph 6 of “Annex II of the Convention). 
‘We cannot, however, foretell what the reactions.of.— 
the Turks would be without ‘asking, thet, and we ‘presume | 
that you do not wish us at present to. advertise the; 
fact. that: you are considering the possibility of - sending | 
these | ‘Altegal immigrants back to the Black : Sone. : 


‘Yours every 


“ANKARA € NCERY 
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British Embassy 


| Stockholm. . 
No. 286. 10th October,197. 1% 


(54/153/47) - 
1000s 


Sir, eo ; 

With reference to my telegram No. 5/72 ! , 
of July 31st and to Mr. Henderson’s despatch No.190 
of July 9th, enclosing a copy of a note addressed 
to the Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 
subject of illegal immigration into Palestine, I 
have the honourto transmit to you herewith a copy 
of the reply which I have now received from the 
Director of the Juridical Division at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. | 


Le The reply is careful, and in fact does not 
say as much. as Mr. Engzell has told my Counsellor ° 
in conversation. He professes to be asking the 
Police and the Aliens Commission periodically for 
any news they may have of plans for an exodus of 
any considerable number of Jews at one time and to 
have received only negative replies. It will be 
recollected too (see my telegram under reference) 
that Monsieur Undén told me verbally that he thought 
it would be possible to go beyond the strict principles 
laid down by the legal experts. 


I have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
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humble Servant, 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, P.C., M.P. 
etc., etc., etc., 
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gnclosure to Stockholm despatch No.266 of 10th Covober. 


Te amend 


KD IStikRe D stockholm le 2 octobre 194/ 
a 
aod 


my 
eee 
a, 


DL $4 
APPATRES HERANGHING 


wD 


Monsieur Ll’ Ambassadeur, 


in Me “Apant ®» Votre lettre en date du juillet 194/ &% SOF 
@xcellence Tage Srlender Premier “ainistre & titre de Finistre des 
Affaires Etrangéres @.i. concernant iL Dereon {llévale en 
Palestine, j’ai L°nornmeur de norver > Voure consaissance ce ui suit 


Le Gouvernerent suédois est ora autany que les lois le 
permettent a t&8cher & enpacher dans le pays wen slesures visant a 
Ll’imeicration illégale en Palestine. Comme 41 a Géja été souligne 
au cours des entretiens qui ont eu lieu sur ce sujet entre le 
Ministére et Votre Ambassacue, Les moyen: d’aetion du Gouvernenient 
sont pourtant Limités. C’est ainsi que la lol suédoise ne permet 
pas d’emoécher les étrangers de quitter lioreiment le oays sans 
préciser le lieu de destination. Les autorités suédoises ne 

peuvent non plus empecher un étranger de partir % moins que celui-ci 
ait commis de crime en Suéde. 


Vous avez bien voulu ettirer mon attention aux bateaux 
emoloyés par les imaigrants pour les transports cn Palestine en 
observant que ces batecux n’auraient pus satistait aux conditions 
stipulées dans les conventions interuetiouales de Londres du 31 mail 
1929 vour le sauvexzarde de la vie himnaine en ner et du 5 jULLLes 
1930 sur les lignes de char Je. A ce suget L’autorité compétente 
snedoises. 1 adic ure sien central du Commerce a fait un LEDDOIUTs, 
Gout le contenu pri:cipaul a évé communiwus au ceeré d° Affaires 
Monsieur tlenacerson le 5 Bout dernier. il en res “4 gue Les 
stipulatioas des lois suédoises fixent ce tains 
L’intvervention ars autorités contre les oateaux re brouvaut ell 


Suede. 
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Wnfin lL Ambuessade de 25a Kiajesté Britanni.ue a fore ODSErVer au 
hiinistére que dans le port ae Cothenibourg se trouvent un bateau le 
ton Basilio et dans celui ce otocxholn, un avire le "San Soyriaon" 
qui les deux paraitrainnt suspects a’Atre destinés au trafic 
jllégal en question. Un examen suquel a été sours L’acquisition 
et la destinasion de ces bateaux a donné le résultat suivant. 


Le "gan Basilio" a été acheté & un arnateur suédois oar un 
cltoyen rec, reoresentaiit d’un armeateur nenanlen tcommenia Garro 
Penuo de Meavigecion S.A.'. On avait & eat occasion déclaré a 
Ll’arnaveur suecois gue le bateau seraiv affects au trafic de 
ynassagers et de trans sort sur la: Méditerranée éventuellenent au 
trafic entre l’Italie et, l°’Afrigue du sora. Apres avoir quitté 
“foekholm, le bateau & du, >» cause d’avarie, Faire éceale 
Gothembourg. Cependant, comiue le navire n’est pas enrésistré et 
ne posséde yas les documents maritimes nécessaires, il ne peut pas 
acyuitter les aroits de sorgie. Tl‘n’est pas connu si l°acheteur 
grec pourra faire enrésister Té“Mmavire en Grace. Le Ministere a 
invité les autorités de douane & le tenir au courant du 
développement de l°affaire. 


Le/ 


Sir Bertrand Jerral, 
Ambassadeur Sxtvraordinaire et Plénipocentiaire de 34 Majesté Britanniyu 
ete, 2UCes CbGe , 
5 GOCKNO Ls. 


Le "San Spyridon" a égalerent été acheté par le citoyen grec 
sus-mentionné A l’armateur suédois pour 4tre afi'ecte au trafic de 
le Méditerranée. Le navire a4 EE construit pour un tres netit 
nonbre de passévers, et il oarait exclu quoil puisse sans — 
arrangenent spéciaux servir au transport d un grand nombre ae 
personnes. Lors dae L’achat L’°acheteur a Vale une déclaratvion 
expresse que le navire ne serait pés enloye au trefic illeval en 
question. hes réoaratiows effectuees apres | achat ay 
indiauer que le navire soit employe a wn vratic norel ae PGaLaAGoL s 
Le dévart du bateau ne paresit pas encore actuel. um ouLre le 
Gouvernement suédois n’a pas connaissance aes preparallss en train 
en Suéde vour l’imiigration ill®gale en Palestine. Les 
auvorités suédoises ont cependant «te invitees & suivre avec 
attention ce gui oourralt se nasser 2 ce sujet. 


Veuillez asréer, Monsieur 1’ Ambassadeur, les assurances 
tres haute considération. 


Pour le Ministre: 
Le Directeur de la Division Jusidique , 


(Signed) Gbésta dngzell 
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“No. 236 (349/170/47) Fy0o oso 


HIS Majesty's § Minister at Bucharest, 
esents his compliments tobe Right Hopou er iF mest 
and has the honour to transmit to him the undé?- néd 
documents. 


British..... pPeSabions ........... 
Bucharest » 


Foreign Cfrice telegram No. 1130 of Gctober 15th, 
1947, to Bucharest eDescription of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. __ Subject. 


Note Verbale No. 125 of the Requesting cessation of 
l?7th October, 1947, from supply of materials to 
British Legation, Bycnarest, the ships "Pan CRESCENT" 
to the Roumanian Ministry of | and "PAN YORK" at the 
Foreign Affairs. | port of donustantza. 

| 
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rears / Tze 


Ses 5 AP 9 TST a 


34794 3805821 (8) 


Roe 125. 
(349/290/67) 


British Legation, 


Buskerest. 


fhe pritish regation presents ite cenmplinents 
to the Runemien Ministry of Foreign affeire ani, with 
reference to its Hote Verbale No. 1fo, to which no repiy 
has yet been received, hes the honour to drew the serious 
attention of the Rumanian Government to the preparations 
being made at Constanza on beard the Panemanion ships 
“PAN ORESCENT® and PAN YORK" to fit these vessels out for 
the carriage to Palestine of an important number of jewish 
iliegal inmi grants. , 


Bs Eis Majesty's dovernmest in the united Kingdon 
has instructed this Legation to point out that the supply 
to these ships of timber and other material with which buske 
and other internal senveniences for the carriage of these 
iliegal icmigrants are being constructed, is, in fact, 
collusion in a traffic which is contrary to interne tional 
lew and custem and participation in a traffic which has 
been condemmed by the united Nations Organization which is, 
at this very tine, dealing with this probles. The con- 
tention that these ships are being supplied with timber on 
a purely commercial basis and for nowmal trade is wuatenable 
in view of the extensive work that has been, and is going 
on in these ships, «a fact which cen easily be controlied 
vy the Rumanian port authorities at Constanze. 


Se The British Legation is instructed to inform the 
Rumanian Government that it attaches the highest importance 
to the prevention of the departure of these vessels with 
illegel imaigrants from tumania, ani requests that no 
further assistance in the form of timber, provisions or 
fuel should be givem to these ships whieh are, thatever may 
be maintained te the contrary, prepering to sail fron the 
Black Sea with illegal yewieh emigrante bound for Palestine. 


Bucharest, 17th ootover, 1967, 


Ministry of Foreign affairs, 
| Bucherest. 
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a 27 /122/47 a 
”. | LPL 130 6 27 
THE British Minister at Sofia Ee Aner eT ih ORNS: 


presents his compliments to H.M.Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


British..... begabion....... 


Reference to previous correspondence : 
Telegram to Foreign Office No. 131207 j- 
Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy letter dated 17/10/47| Jewish illegal immigration 
to Bulgarian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 
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Copies to Bucharest 
Jerusalem 
Washington 
Ukdel, N.Y. 
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3479A 16068 4/27 16301 6/27 (2) 
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HIS Majesty’s Minister at Sofia | 
oM.Prir 1 Secretary of State for 
presents his compliments to i M.Principa eoretary OF airs 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


British... Legation....... 


wee 


{ 


“A7th..Getor 


eee eee eee ee ee SAR) re ae ee ae ees 


Reference 6 previous correspondence : 
Sofia telegram No. 1512 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 


Record of interview on Illegal Jewish immigration 
15/10/47 with Bulgarian 

Minister for Foreign 

Affairs 


Copy to Bucharest No. 9 


ee NTC ee En aa 
3470 20725 (4) 
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I pressed the Minister for Foreign Affaires further today 
on the subject of illegal Jewish immigration into Palestine. 
I told him that the "Paducah" and the “Northlands”, about 
which I had made representations at our last interview, had 
gone straight from Bulgaria to Palestine and had arrived in 
Palestinian waters on October 2nd. It had been established 
that the "Paducah" was carrying 1585 illegal Jewish dori grants 
ee ay and the "Northlands" 2264. 9So far as the "Paducah" was 
| BE agg lo a concerned these people had embarked at Burgas, having come ce | on 
° OO oe oe from Bucharest. "Northlands" had enbarked about 2500 7. cers ; 
ogg eG at Burgas between Septenber 2nd and September 28rd, and ONS gegen | 
eer eb was stated to have taken on the rest of the imrigrants, who Hy | eae | 
ne Bele ie nad come from Bucharest, at Varna on Septerxber 26th. in tee faghieu tall or 
Bee ae ee each case the imeigrants had apparently travelled on a i ae - 
eollective visa. 


2. The Minister for Foreign Affairs remarked that there had a ec a 
evidently been a falsification in the declared destination, a eh | 
and he asked if I had any information as to the nationality ee i i or ~. | 
of the immigrants and their origina. I said that the co | eee | 
imei grants peen of Roumanian, Hungarian, Poliah, Czech, oes | coe ae 
Austrian and German origin, and it was clear that the collect~- fF oe aaa 
ing point had been Bucharest. But these facts were surely 
known to the Bulgarian authorities, who mast have been fully 
aware of them when the embarkation took piace. A collective 
op 7 visa could not have been issued without authority of the | 
ee Ministry of Foreign Affaire itself. The Minister for 
| | OO ER COTS TE Foreign Affairs said that in point of fact the Ministry of 
us Foreign Affairs did not deal with passports and Yisas. 
Any application would go direct to the Ministry of the 


te 


event the first line of 


Interior, 


I suggested that in 


enquiry was to find out who had granted these collective 


visas and 


to ensure that no such viea was granted in future. 


ee The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he would 
Te AGE RU OO TN eortainly take up the question. 


ee ee 8, I said that it was moj merely a question of what had 
' CORE EI I cee happened in the past. The future was more important. 
i og Two large vessels, the "Pan Crescent" and the “Pan York" 
had gone to Constantsa, where they were understood to be 
embarking Jews. ‘But there was reason to believe that they 
OR rg he might try to embark more Jews on their way south in Bulgarian 
| Be ee oe ee ports. I must appeal,therefore, for the help of the 
| Ne Ne Ee ae Bulgarian Goverament and press for vigilance and assistance 
on the part of the Bulgar authorities to prevent embarka- 
tion at Bulgarian ports. Tre Minister for Foreign Affairs ba oR 
asked if I had aly reason to suppose that illegal Jewish | a a \ 
dmmigrants were on their way into Bt ‘ia. I gaid I had as an 
no information on this subject. But in the case of the we oa 
"Paducah" and the "Northlands" the immigrants had come in ae G§ en 
by train and it was surely a matter for enquiry from the a | me 
Bulgarian frontier authorities. In any case I stressed 
that the inmigrants could not travel without sane form of 
Bulgarian viea and the first step seemed to be to refuse any 


application for such a visa which might be made. 


OP ate Bet 4. fhe Minister for Foreign Affairs asked what was being a ee ce 
EB oe NG done with the dmeigrants who had arrived in the "Paducah" ee : 
iy aM OE and the "Northlands". I said that to the best of my ae 7 
| cece eran oar ee knowledge they had been sent to Guprus. The Minister for ae Oy. 
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vee 


Minister of Ferets re assured me that 
re | the matter at and so far as he personal: 
he would do Bio po pokes My to stop this 


J.C. STERNDALE BENNETT 


18th Cetober 1947 
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METI 


/ Cf BQ. 


se. Coens: 


Dear Eastern Department, 


Your letter (E 8787/48/G) of 25th September 
about Nikourezos of Galatz. 


‘ 


Be It looks very much as though the ship referred 
to by your source was indeed the "Corina." 


3, The stabilisation of the leu on 15th august 
obviously upset all arrangements. It is certain 

that the buyers cannot have found the necessary 
quantity of stabilised lei to pay the price of the 
ship in new currency. This,/we think, the rock on [s 
which this plan foundered. | 


4. Nikourezos is a Greek shipping agent of fair 

status. Like all other Danube shipping men, he is 

shark-like in his avidity far money. He is close to 
, the Pandelis-Roussu (Roussos) gang. 


De From our information, the "Corina" will go to 
Greece and has abandoned the illegal traffic project, 
but we are watching her. | 


WOOWOT °391430 GYOD3S QITGNd 3HL 40 LHD IYAdOD 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


Eastern Department, 


Foreign Office. 
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54 Gur Iga. 


| 0 a 26th, ‘jou. Re October 3th, 1947. 
Repeated to Marseilles No, 1, Saving, 

ly telegram No, 969. 

Illegal J ewish Imi gration, 


 Gounell of Foreign Ministers have accepted 
proposal described in Hh agraph 3 and visas for 
Vousmosle Bolivia, Columbia and Ethi gl on 
individual, passports will now have to 
mitted to the aa ief <2 Affairs 
for scrutiny. 


2 This me asure and the decision that only 
sufficient bunkers to reaogh the next port will be 
granted to ships calling at French perts- represent 
notable advance towards nesting our re ; 


66666 
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@ HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Paris 

Penis his compliments to H.M.P.S. Of S. for F.A. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


27th.October 194.75. - 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


EFS TE ECE REEL TI EE ES ED 


Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of Note from the Suspect Shipping 


My. of Foreign Affairs | (Ylderan and Giovanni 
of 2hth October 197. Maria). 7 


34794 80582—1 (8) 
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| REPUBLIQUE PRANCATSE 


oe. Paris, le 2h octobre 1947. ff 
1 DES CONVENTIONS — ha ee ge ate Te ae 
: TIVES | ET SOCTALES 


| | | Des échenges ae vues: ont eu ‘Liew ces jours | 
 -derniers: entre. M. Ashley CLARKE et uM. BOUSQUET concernant les deux 
"nouveaux navjres suspects de devoir ‘se. ‘livrer au trafic des émigrants 
|. elandestins (videren et Giovanni Maria). _ Au cours de ces échanges 
ao vues il a été. feit état, du cote: britannique, des: préoccupations | 
quia la. suite du chargement en mazout et en vivres du Pan-York, 
“qui a quitté récemment Marseille a destination de cone tenza: les | 
. ‘mouvements du ¥lderan et ‘du Giovanni Marie causent au Gouvernement 
britannique. e | | 
| Le Ministére des Affaires Etrangdres a 
ot honneur de ‘faire savoir a l' ambassade. de Grande-Bretagne que les 
| mesures suiventes sont actueliement appliquées, par aSdeion au | | 
Conseil des Ministres, en matiére de controle des navires étrangers | 


| touchent les ports frangais et des passagers ae ces navires: 


1°7 Controle ides certificats de navigation conf ormément a le 
Convention de 1929 sur la seuvegarde de la vie humaine en mer et a 
la loi frangaise ae 19353 | 


207 Chargement des. batiments en mazout, _charbon et vives esouré 
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seulement us gut au. rochain ort d'escale Te, par le patiment 
en cause; 3 | 7 
3°, Controle de tous les visas a'entrée sur passeports. collectifs 
et des visas d' entrée sur passeports Andividuels - % destination 
du vénézusta, de la Colombie de ‘Ab ssinie et de la Bolivie le 
visa ‘ee. sortie frangais ne pouvant “@tre ‘aéliveé que si le visa 
a'entrée dans 1'un des } quatre pays d'accueil ci-dessus est considéré 
comme valable. | | : | 
Le Ministre dee -Affeires Etrengbres recevra 
‘directement des préfets communication des nans. et des renseignements 
‘a!identité des étrangers pénéficiaires de passeports individuels 
comportent visa atentrée a destination des quatre pays L tlaiall 


" ambassade de Grende-Bretagne ae 2 | —— | F ee Il/ 
z= _P ARIS > | | 


oF ri Be mettre aussitot. en. rapport | avec les Légations 7 


: : Paris ae ces pays. " Lrenquéte du Ministre et des Légations sera, 


effectuse ‘pendant un aélei maximum de 8 ‘jours: aux fins a'établir 


si les visas ‘sont: authentiques ou felsifiés. Les préfets refuse- | 


ront le visa de sortie a tout Stranger. aétenteur d'un ‘passeport, — 


‘dont le: visa d'entrée dans 1" un. ou pees des pays précités, 7 


serait reconnu ‘faleifié. 

| | ‘D'autre part, le winistere des Affaires Etrangbres a 
mis au point une ‘procédure aux: termes de laquelle les consulats 
“de France: en Allemagne, en Autriche et dans les pays d'Europe 
- orientale, ‘ne sont autorisés a alivrer le visa de transit a 
travers la France sur passeport collectif comme sur ‘Passeport 
-Andividuel que sur autorisation préalable de Paris. Cette autori 
sation n'est Secenae aux Consulats précités au’ aprés remise au 
Ministére des Affaires Etrangdres de la copie a'un document émenent 


de la Légation ou d'un Consulat en France du Pays de destination - 


| intéressé attestant que le demandeut pourra obtenir, sur présenta- ; 


tion de ce document, dont l'original est conservé & la: ‘Légation 
ou au Consulat précité, L' apposition du vise d'entrée dans le 


pays considéré. : Dans le cas ot pour une raison quelconque , 1 


autorisation 1 ne serait pas honorée par la Légation ou. le Consulst 
en France ‘au | pays de destination intéressé, 1'étranger se trouve- 
rait en France. en situation irrégulidre et le visa de sortie fran- 
gais ne pourrait, faute de visa a'tentrée dans un pays d'accueil, 
lui 6tre accordé. | 

Si ss dineiapt tentait d'utiliser un faux visa atentrée 
dans 1'un des quatre pays ci-dessus mentionnés pour optenir le 
visa dé sortie frangais, cette fraude se trouverait a6 jouse par 


L' application « de la procédure de contréle ci- dessus indiquée. /. 
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lst November, 1947. 


When the American Ambassador saw 
N me on the 30th October, he mentioned the 
H.M. Ambassador, | 
WASHINGTON, question of illegal immigration into 
| | Palestine. 
| 2. I had previously given him e short 
memorandum, of which a copy is enclosed, 
regarding the two ships at present in 
Constensa, and the “Colonel F.C. Johnson" 
s Oo Soetat senartinage each oO 
p being fitted out at Norfolk, Used 
The United States Ambassador told me that 
the question of the ships at Conttense 
The. moblar ; 
was being looked into. o-regeras the 
“*golonel Johnson", the-matter was being 
eee See yin ran 8 : ¢ ; bf Ci 
tekes—ap afresh( Mr. Douglas was 
unable to say what the United States m 


Government would be able to do. —the 
dtentions were, however, that the 
Americans were now taking a much more 


serious view of the problem of illegal 
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inmigration, in view of my statement that 
it was quite impossible to expect us to 
deal with this question, even if we 

agreed to assist in the implementation of 
any agreed solution of the Paleetine 
problem, or in any solution proposed by the 
United Nations. 
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(84) ERNEST BEVIN 
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My Lord, 
When the American Ambassador saw 
Draft. | -_ oa 
| me on the 30th October, he mentioned the 
H.M. Ambassador, — bode i. 
WASHINGTON. | question of illegal immigration into 
7 Palestine. | 
Q6 I had previously - given him a short 
memorandum, of which a copy is enclosed, 
regarding the two ships at present in 
| NOcececs : 
| Constanza, and the "Colonel F.C. Johnson" 
being fitted out at Norfolk, U.S.A. - 
The United States Ambassador told me that 


the question of the ships at Congtanza 
: The wollty of 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Print: | was being looked into. s the 
| VG "Colonel Johnson", +ke-mattex was being 
= ye Cb any tA coAA 6) Ari. S. a Mv he, 

, tech. afresh re DOUsLasS was 
| unable to say what the United saa 
Government would be able to do. . 
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immigration, in view of my statement that 
it was guite impossible to expect us to 
deal with this question, even if we | 
agreed to assist in the implementation of 
any agreed solution of the Palestine 
problem, or in any solution proposed by the 


United Nations. 
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MEMORANDUM. 
ee 


The seSe "Pan Crescent" and "Pan YORK" are ships of 


approximately 5,000 tons each, and are estimated to be 


likely to embark about 8,250 Jewish illegal immigrants each. 


They are under Panama flag and owned by the F. and B. 


Shipping Company of Panama, whose agent and effective director 


is Nathan Cohen of New york. A large proportion of the crew 


of each ship is American. 


The orincipal ship at present suspected of being 


equipped for the traffic is the 8.s. 'Golonel Frederick 


GC. Johnson" of about 2,000 tons at present at Norfolk, U.S. 


She is being fitted out by the same people who were responsible 


for sending the SeS-e 'ppesident Warfield". 
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MEMORANDU 


The 8eBe “Pan Crescent", and “Pen ¥ YORE™ are ships of 


saa! 
SiN eye tb eS? presets Lag 


approximately 5,000 tons each, and are estimated to be 
likely to embark about 8,250 Jewish illegal immigrants each. 
They are under Panama flag and owned by the F. and 5. 
Shipping Company of Panama, whose agent and effective director 
is Nethan Gohen of New York, A large proportion of the crew 
of each ship is American. 

The principal ship at present suspected of being 
equipped for the traffic is the H.s, “Golonel Frederick 


ADO LTR a atin cp: fata IOOMED eA ae seal 


C. Johnson” of about 2,000 tons at present at Norfolk, U.S. 


Ned deaacansitinsntagn anes oe 


She is being fitted out by the same people who vere reeponsible 
for sending the 88 “president Warfield. 
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a Cypher/orp 


FROM ROME TO FORBIGN OFFICE 
ae EUREIGN OFFICE 
Sir V. Mallet 
Na 2095 
th November, 1947 
Repeated te: Angora 
ONFIDENTTAL 7 | 
Angora telegram No, 748; Jewish illegal immigration, 


Turkish Embassy have informed us that they have had 


instructiens te secure return of Yildiran te Turkey, This 
Ship is new at Civitavecchia, 


Di 12.28 pom Sth November, 1947 
R: 1.00 pm Sth November, 1947 


peey peint out there were Cemplications, since 
Ameen Turkish ewner ef Yildiran Seemed anxious te 
coenerate, ship oppeared ‘s be under the financial contre] 
of the neterious Itale-Jewish q° Andria greup, To make 
certain of her return it woulg alse be heeessary te engage 
a new crew, | 


was suggested te Turkish Embassy that the best 
P meantime would be te detain the ship at 
7 nner indicated in x a 
te Anger 
ies accerd 
desire te prevent ship frem enga 
en. | 
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49 (349/178/87 , S84 
y ( ye: O28 
) HIB Majesty’s Minister ae Bucharest 
resents his compliments to the ad as Hono} rable Hrnest 
and: has the honour to transmit & him tHe’ & Hmentioméd 
documents. 


Reference to previous correspond 
Bucharest despatches Nos. 226 and 2566 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


ee 


Note yerbale iio. 68.526/11. Acknowledging receipt 
119 D.c. dated the 22nd of Notes regarding the 
Octover, 1947, from the arrival of "Pan CRESCENT 
Roumanian Ministry of foreign and “PAN YORK" at con- 
Affairs to the 3ritish stantza and advising 
Legation, Bucharest. action taken, 
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34704 30582—1 (8) 


- Miatatire 5 voyel dee aftaizes eee 


Oe 4 
“No, 685526/11.119 D, | 


oye , 


, - : : oat i \ = — 


Le dntetbre noyal aes agtaizes : Birangbres 
"présente 6: ses ‘complinents & la Legation de Grande 
"Bretagne: et a ltnonneur draccuser récéption de. ses, notes 
Noe! is, a0 ‘et: 15 (s4s/170/47) concernant Larrivee des 
” pebeaudt 7 "PAN: GRESCENE™ et PAN oR" dans le port. ae 
 gonstanaa, et. ae dintormer qual nia pas mangué de" 
faire les aémarches ngocssaize aupres des authorités: 


romajnes -compttentes a. “toutes: fine ubiles. 
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“ puntazest M4 Ec cobobre: 047 
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- Cypher/OTP, 
FROM BUCHAREST TO FOREIGN 


Mr, olman, 
No, i291. 
Bth November 1947. R, 11.45 a.m, 6th November 1947, 


Repeated to: Angora ) 
Tstanbal and 
Sofia, 


D. 11.5 a.m, 6th November 1947, 


Following for Admiralty repeated Commander-in- 
Chief Mediterranean, Commander-in-Chief M.E.L.F. 
Vavel Attaché Angora, SOI) Istanbul, SO(T) Li from 
Naval Attaché Bucharest, 


[Begins]. 


Reference announcement in London Press L gps. 
omitted] November Srd to November 4th of report [rem 
Turkey that illegal immigration ships now in Reoumanian 
waters are being fitted with naval guns, 


2, No confirmation available ether than gossip 
overheard at Censtantza on Octeber 6th te Octeber Sth 
that Pan Yerk, ‘would be equipped with guns if this 
Were possible as prespective passengers Were reselved 
to fight hard", 


3, Beth ships are still at Censtantza and there 
is still no definite indication ef intended place ef 
eabarkatien, Bucharest telegram Ne,1159, net te all 
addressees refers. 3 


4, Admiralty please pass te Cemmander-in-Chief 
Mediterranean, Cemmander-in-Chief M.E.L.F., and 
sO(I) LEM, 1T,0,0. 061050, | 

[Ends], 


Fereign Office please pass te Angera and 
Istanbul as my telegrams Nes.59 and 24 respectively. 


(Repeated te Angera and Istanbul by Fereign 
Office. ] 


WewelysweW 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


PARIS. _ 


3ra er 


With the Compliments 
of His Majesty’s Embassy. 


James Cable, Esq., 
Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office. S.W.1. 
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Brit ish Embassy, 
Paris. 


72/ 933/47 3rd November, 1947. | 


J attach a copy of a letter dated 
27th October from Monsieur Peteri Lipot, one of the 
‘president Warfield" Jews who with his wife and 
family got off the "Empire Rival" at Port de Bouc, 


who requests that his belongings, which were taken © 


from him at Haiffa, should be returned to him. 


- { should be grateful if you would 
have the necessary enquiries made at Hamburg. 


I am sending a copy of this letter and 
ef the enclosure to James Cable of the KBastern 
Department of the Foreign Office. 


mf oBe Geulson. 


LPM. Pink, BSde 9 
Political Division, 
Berlin. 3 


TEBTS/ The 


WOOWOT “391430 OY09TH J17ENd BHL JO LHOIYAdOD 


Monsieur le Consul, — 


. Ma famille et moi-m@me étions sur. 1’Exedus dans le but 
d'atteindre notre "poyer National" placés par votre haute Dien 
veillance, nous avone aa revenir néaast devant Marseille dens les 
circonstances bien connues. | | 7 


Ma femme et mon enfant fagé de 6 ans ayant subit de 
nombreuses privations. en: 36 journant sur le bateau ‘gapire Riyal", 
ma femme dans le tumulte. du 18 juillet 1947 a ete centu denne au 
sein gauche, son état e'etant aggravé nous ayons demancs ae 
quitter le baiteau et nous sommes debarques & Port Bouse ide 31 
juillet, 1947. | | 


Les autorités anglaises a'Haiffa confisquérent en totaliteé 
nos produits alimentaires. consistant en conserves, mon outillage 
de pourreleine indispensable pour mon travail, nos ustensiles 
méenagers, thermos, ageiettes, couteau, CtCe., CtGeee | 


p'autre part ils m'ont également pris 5 sacs de 
camping contenant nos objets vestimentaires et de toilette, ces 
derniers devant nous @tre restitucs en quittant le bateau; 
l'employé assurant le service des bagages m'’a declare 80h 
impassibilite de remuer les 15 & 1800 colis entasscs pour me 
donner les miens. Nos trois Bags co ortaient notre adresse et 


gece: nous ainsi que le récépisse delivre par les Autorites 
glaises. 


_ Nous avons done mis pied @ terre dans un seul vétement 
a’été. Ma femme ayant 44 subis yne intervention chirurgicale 
& hee vient de quitter l'hépital dans un état a extréme 
faiblesse. | | 


En obeissant aux formalités des Autorités au moment de 
quitter le b&teau, je vous prie Monsicur le Gensul de bien 
Mehta me faire reatituer mes objets perdus dont voici le 

etail;: 


2 grands sacs de camping (1'un 1500) 

1 plus petit is | | | 

3 costumes d'hommes tissu englais (25,000) 

3 paires de chausseurs homes (1500) 

1 brodequin > 

6 chemises a'hommes (400) 

6 calegons (300) 

chaussettes, faux cols, mouchoirs, cache cois 
os pullever etc. 
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lL pardessus , 
1 manteau fourrure 3/4 en renard argenteée 
1 renard argenteé 
2 robes de lainage (10,000) 
_ rebes en soie (4,000) 
4 paires de chausseurs femme (1000) 
6 chemises soie (21500) 
6 combinaisons (500) 
bas,cache cols ,puilover etc. 
1 robe de chambre en s0i¢6. 
i manteau lainage 
2 vétements lainage pour enfants (1500) 
2 yétements tricotés (1000) " 
2 paires de chausseurs (600 
Lingerie diverses ad' enfant »p jamas,pullover, 
3. couvertures en laine (1500) : 


Cent quatre vingt dix mille quatre 190,400 
cents 2 


Dans/ 


4 ay : 2 
oe . - a oe 3 


Dans l'attente a’ une réponse favorable, veuilles, agré 
Monsieur le Consul, l'assurance de ma haute considératigg 


a 
Nie: 


Aer? Bt. beteens er al Péterd Lipot 7 
Toi BPR eee ae enn 


a rae ee ii ee 8 f 


Mon adresse 15/x - - -15/x2 


-_ Oentre. at acceusi UeY Rk 
Hetel: Ghateau du. Bass . 
Da Croix. St. .Ouen . 
Dept. Oise. 
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Dear Deactinats. 7 


a? co. Oe letter, to. ‘you No. L/h 
oak 26th Auguste | 


we enolone rn further ‘dneeegas” 


age report ‘by Mrs Kendall on Jewish affairs | 
Roumania, which provides. some useful background: 
to Pldeged emigration from this. ce: 


_ Yours ever, 


CHANCERY, 


- Souttiern Department, — 
| BOneLe OAGUR. ree? 


.@ 


FRBTS/ Tae 


~C 
=< 
F | 
o> 
= 
= 
© 
bs | 
~ 
= 
mr 
~<C 
—~ 
oa 
[aad 
Ce] 
r:] 
em 
is] 
r=] 
b+] 
o 
So i 
bs 1 | 
bs 1 | 
o | 
” 
CT 
o 
t 4 
t 4 


CONFIDENTIAL. : Le 

| _ Since eur last memorandum on Jewish affairs in Roumenia 
‘(letter to Southern Department No. Th/47/47 of 26th August, 194.7) 
‘there has been 4 radical change in the situation here. To all 
intents and purposes, resistance to Communist pressure on the part 
of the Jewish community organisations has collapsed. Roumanian 
Jewry, albeit against its better judgment, has capitulated to the 
extremists and can now be considered an integral part of the 
Communist Party. | 


26 The strength and duration of Jewish resistance to 
Communist encroachment depended to a large extent upon the ability 

of Dr. Filderman, the eminent Roumanian Jewish leader, to maintain 
both his freedom of action and personal liberty. His uncompromising 
attitude won him more sympathy than support from other Jewish leaders 
who lacked his courage and sagacity. Finding himself abandoned by 
all, he has withdrawn from public life and is, I understand, in 
imminent dancer of arrest as a reactionary 7 


36 The Jewish population in Roumania is today in a 
privileged position. The American Joint Distribution Committee 
spend more on assistance and social services to Jews in Roumania 
than the Reumanian Government does on the Christian population. 
Medical supplies are available for Jews which cannot be procured 

for the rest of the country. The number of Jews in the secret 

and politicel police, State institutions, Universities and press is 
out of all proportion to the size of the Jewish Community in Roumania, 
Their arrogance, ven\ality and vindictiveness exasperate the massese 
this only makes the Jews still more concerned to remain in the good — 
books of the Communist Party, the sole bulwark between them and an 
infuriated people,and impels them - to secure this end - to demon- 
strations of excessive zeal at the expense of the Christian and 


non-Communist population. And so more oil is poured on the fires 


he Jewish affairs are now in the hands of upstarts and 
extremists, blended with a few craven remnants of the past whose 
fear for their personal safety has transformed them into the 
subservient tools of ‘the Communist machine. The rank and file 
remain inarticulate. | | 


De Nobody knows better than the Zionists themselves that. 
the present unnatural alliance between them and the Communists will 
last only so long as it serves Communist purposese The Zionists 
realise the day will come, and perhaps very soon, when they will 
again become the target of Communist wrath against disintegrating 
snternational influences. ‘The aim of the Zionists is, therefore, 
to get as many Jews out of Roumania before the thin ice on which 
they are skating gives waye There are some 450.000 Jews in Roumania 
at present, the largest national Jewish community in Europe, and. 
should the dark curtain clamp down upon them, it would mean the 
4solation of this important Jewish population from Zionist national 
and volitical plans. : 


66 The alliance with the Communists must, therefore, be 
used without loss of time to despatch the greatest number of Jews 
from Roumania to territories where they will be at the disposal of 
Zionist policy. The steady exodus of Jews from Roumania to Austria, 
‘Italy and Germany must be increased and other outlets found. Mre 
Schwartz, Huropean Representative of the American Joint Distribution 
Committee, Mrs Moshe Sneh, member of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency, and Mr. Averbuch, organiser of illegal immigration into 
Palestine from Roumania, are at present in Bucharest discussing the 
ways and means to attain this end with the Central Committee of the 


Communist Party. 


7° The Roumanian Communist Party wants to get rid of the 
majority of the Jews now in Roumania. It considers. them to be non= 
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assimilable, inadaptable, and incorrigible racketeers and individualists. 
If by assisting their departure they can also present the West with yet 
another problem and lay hands on the very important Jewish assets in 
Roumania, then they will encourage the migration by every means in their 
power. 


8. The alarm caused in Jewish circles at the announcement 
dae Great Britain intended to relinquish the Palestine Mandate at an 
early date has made the question of the removal of Jews from Roumania 
& pressing one. <A. subtle propaganda is carried on among the Jews 
suggesting that the Communist Party will stiffen its attitude towards 
them when it has disposed of the Peasant and L3beral Parties, To 
lend verisimilitude to these rumours, Jews are arrested for "currency 
infringements" and “economic sabotare", Another widely-spread report 
that particularly affects the Jews is that there is to be another | 
stabilisation of the lei next year accompanied by a capital levy. This 
war of nerves and the hardly suppressed hatred. of the population has 
resulted in a fear psychosis which nothing will cure except new 
surroundings. I versonally know of four cases where Jews, who have 
been in Roumania for three generations, have recently sold two | 
industrial enterprises and a private bank for about 15% of their real 
value to the Communist Party to "cet away before it is too late", 
They are going 'to Europe' and no amount of argument can influence 
their decision, The Jewish population will need no persuasion to . 
gOoe It remains to be seen where and how the Zionists and Communists 
will send them | 


9. Parallel with this steady infiltration of Jews into 
countries outside the Soviet 'commonwealth', the Zionists and Jewish 
extremists have revived the illegal traffic of Jews by sea from 
Roumania, This was foreshadowed in Bycharest letter TH/ 27/47 of llth 
June to the Bastern Department and has developed into a serious problem, 
The steamers PADUCAH and NORTHLANDS took their Roumanian Jews from a 
Bulgarian port but the steamers PAN CRESCENT and PAN YORK, both at 
Constanza, intend to take about 1,000 Jews from Roumania to Palestine 
in the next few weeks. 


10. The repeated energetic protests made by His Majesty's 
Minister at Bucharest have certainly had a temporary effect. I have 
been informed discreetly by a senior official of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs that the Ministry has done its utmost to prevent the 
departure of these Jews taking place from Roumanian territory and that 
every available argument has been laboured to that effect. Moreover, 
there may be some truth in the report that the Dej-Maurer group of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party has supported the Minister 

of Foreign Affairs in this matter contending that Roumanian participat- 
ion in this traffic would cause such a deterioration in Anglo-Roumanian 
relations that all hope of the resumption of trade between the two 
‘countries would be wrecked. The Bodnaras-Luka group of the Central 
Committee, on the other hand, demand active Roumanian support of this 
traffic as a demonstration of Roumania's indifference to British _ 
opinion, Be that as it may, the ships have been held up for several 
weeks and departures have been postponed more than once. 
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1l. Everything possible has been done to prevent these 
ships departing and good results have been obtained by fanning the 
fear of rigorous punishment prevailing among the non-Jewish members 
of the crews. 


12 2 The next few months will undoubtedly see desperate 
efforts to move Jews out of Roumania on an even greater scale than in 
the past. It is difficult. to see what more can be done to stop the 
illegal traffic by séa but pressure might be brought to bear on the 
Governments of neighbouring States better to secure their frontiers 
with Roumania to control, if not to stop, the overland movement that 
is now developing. At the present time the Hungarian frontier with: 


/Reumania 


Roumania is an open door although, I understand, the Hungarian 
authorities take effective measures to see that these clandestine 
travellers do not remain in their territory but nOeee on westwards. 


3rd November, 191./. 
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tegistry = tn, at 
No. £10584/48/31 


Top-Gecret: 
Seeretr 
Confidential. 
Open 


- Draft letter to 


Mr. Lewis Jones, 


U. S. Embassy. 


bee GSB. 


RECEIVED IN 
DIVISION, 


20 NOV 1947 


ay November, 1947. 


ler Leen kinalt, 


I think you will be pibseestes: in 


the enclosed report which we have just | 


‘peceiyed from our Legation at BucharestOnm 
Jew wh thaws m Daan 


It is very relevant to’ our recent con- 


versations about Jewish illegal immigration | 


from Eastern Europe. 


Yours ever | 


(J. G. S. Beith) 
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Yours cvcr, 


(ea) be. perk . 


(%-G.8. Beith) 
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Registr OUT FILE 


y | 7 
No, £10584/48/31 ~~ tf November, 1947. 


AQG aq 


Secret— \ 
_ Confidential. 


Dear Chancery, | 
Many thanks for your letter of the 4th 
Vrajt. | November enclosing a report by Mr. Kendall on 
Draft letter to Jewish affairs in Rumania. 
Chancery, | Re This report provided us with most 
Bucharest. 
useful ammunition in our nepresentations to 
| the Americans on illegal fimmigration, and we 
are much indebted to Kendall for jomece valuable 


and interesting piece of work. 


Yours ever, 


Eastern Denar tment. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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‘Yours ever, 
EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 
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Confidential We send you herewith a copy of a report 


Dear Chancery, 


prepared in the British Legation at Bucharest 
on Jewish affairs in Rumania, which provides 


| useful background on the present movement of 
Draft letter to 7 
Chancery, Jewish illegal immigrants through that country. 
Washington. 
Re We aré communicating a copy of this 


Copies to: report to the @fficial in charge of Middle 


|Chancery, Moscow. Wastern Affairs at the American Embassy in 


U.K. Delegation, 
New York. London, in response to his frequent requests for 


background of this kind. The report could 
hardly be better adapted for the enlightenment 
of the Americans, and we should, therefore, be 
grateful if you would do the Same with the State 
Department. | 

3. We are sending copies of this letter and 
enclosure to the Chancery at Moscow and the 
United Kingdom Delegation at New York. 


Yours ever, 


nastern Department. 
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Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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